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ABSTRACT

This research explores the profound interplay between puppetry as an art form and the transmission of historical
values in Tegal Regency. Through a comprehensive investigation of puppetry performances, this study unveils the
intricate ways in which historical legacies are portrayed, preserved, and inherited in Tegal's cultural tapestry.
Examining the impact of puppet art media on societal perceptions, the research sheds light on the role of puppetry in
shaping collective memory and fostering a deep connection with the region's rich historical heritage.
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INTRODUCTION

In the heartland of Tegal Regency, the ancient art of
puppetry transcends the boundaries of entertainment,
weaving a captivating narrative that entwines with the
very fabric of historical values. This research embarks
on a journey to unravel the intricate connections
between puppetry as an art form and the enduring
legacy of historical values in Tegal. Within the delicate
movements of strings and the vivid performances on

stage, puppetry becomes a compelling medium
through which the rich tapestry of the region's history
is unveiled, celebrated, and handed down through
generations.

Tegal Regency, situated in the cultural mosaic of
Indonesia, stands as a testament to the significance of
puppetry in preserving and transmitting historical
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narratives. This study delves into the profound impact
of puppet art media on societal perceptions, aiming to
understand how puppetry becomes a dynamic vessel
for the transmission of cultural heritage. As artful
strings come to life, puppetry assumes the role of a
storyteller, not merely entertaining but carrying the
weight of historical legacies, shaping collective
memory, and fostering a profound connection with the
past.

The significance of puppetry in Tegal Regency goes
beyond mere performance; it becomes a living archive,
a repository of the values, traditions, and narratives
that define the identity of the community. Through the
lens of puppetry, this research aims to explore the
nuanced ways in which historical values are interwoven
into the artistic expressions of the region, manifesting
in the movements, dialogues, and symbolism of the
puppetry performances.

As we embark on this exploration of '"Strings of
Heritage," we seek to unravel the enchanting tales told
through artful strings, understanding how puppetry
becomes a powerful conduit for preserving,
celebrating, and unveiling the historical legacies that
continue to shape the cultural identity of Tegal
Regency.

METHOD
Performance Analysis:

The research employs a multifaceted approach,
beginning with an in-depth analysis of puppetry
performances in Tegal Regency. Live performances
and recorded puppet shows are scrutinized to discern
the nuances in storytelling, character portrayal, and
symbolic elements that contribute to the conveyance
of historical values. By closely examining the
choreography, dialogues, and visual elements, this
method seeks to unveil how puppetry serves as a

dynamic medium for the representation of historical
narratives.

Interviews with Puppeteers and Artisans:

To complement the performance analysis, interviews
with puppeteers and artisans involved in the creation
of puppets are conducted. These conversations
provide insights into the creative process, decision-
making behind character designs, and the intentional
inclusion of historical elements. By engaging with the
artists firsthand, the research aims to gain a deeper
understanding of the deliberate choices made to
convey historical legacies through puppetry in Tegal
Regency.

Audience Surveys:

Understanding the impact of puppetry on societal
perceptions requires insights from the audience.
Surveys are distributed to attendees of puppetry
performances to gauge their interpretations,
emotional connections, and awareness of historical
values conveyed through the art form. This method
seeks to capture the audience's perspective on how
puppetry serves as a vehicle for cultural transmission
and the extent to which historical legacies resonate
with them.

Archival Research:

The research delves into archival materials, including
historical texts, scripts, and documentation related to
puppetry in Tegal Regency. This archival research
provides a historical context for understanding how
puppetry has evolved over time, the evolution of
storytelling techniques, and the adaptation of
historical narratives within the art form. Archival
materials serve as valuable sources for tracing the
roots of puppetry and its enduring significance in the
region.
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Comparative Analysis with Historical Records:

To validate the historical accuracy of puppetry
performances, a comparative analysis is conducted
with historical records and accounts. This method
involves cross-referencing the narratives presented in
puppetry with documented historical events and
cultural practices. By aligning puppetry performances
with historical records, the research seeks to ascertain
the fidelity with which puppeteers represent and
preserve the historical legacies of Tegal Regency.

Through the integration of these methodological
approaches, the research aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of how puppetry serves
as a medium for unveiling and preserving historical
values in Tegal Regency. This multidimensional
exploration combines artistic analysis, first-hand
perspectives from practitioners, audience feedback,
archival research, and historical verification to capture
the essence of "Strings of Heritage."

RESULTS

The exploration of "Strings of Heritage" in Tegal
Regency through puppetry reveals a rich tapestry of
historical legacies interwoven into the fabric of artistic
performances. The performance analysis underscores
the nuanced storytelling techniques, character
portrayals, and symbolic elements employed by
puppeteers to convey historical narratives. Interviews
with puppeteers and artisans offer insights into the
intentional choices made in the creative process,
shedding light on the meticulous efforts to represent
and preserve historical values through puppetry.

Audience surveys indicate a profound impact on
societal perceptions, with attendees expressing
emotional connections and heightened awareness of
historical legacies conveyed through puppetry. The
archival research provides a historical context,

revealing the evolution of puppetry and its enduring
significance in Tegal Regency. The comparative
analysis with historical records showcases the fidelity
with which puppeteers represent and preserve the
cultural and historical richness of the region.

DISCUSSION

The discussion delves into the multifaceted impact of
puppetry in Tegal Regency, emphasizing its role as a
dynamic medium for cultural transmission and
historical preservation. The deliberate choices made by
puppeteers and artisans in crafting performances
contribute to the continued relevance of puppetry in
shaping collective memory. The emotional resonance
experienced by audiences underscores the
effectiveness of puppetry in fostering a profound
connection with historical legacies.

Furthermore, the discussion addresses the challenges
and responsibilities associated with portraying
historical narratives through puppetry. It contemplates
the balance between artistic interpretation and
historical accuracy, acknowledging the evolving nature
of puppetry as an art form while emphasizing the
importance of maintaining cultural authenticity.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, "Strings of Heritage" emerges as a
powerful narrative tool in Tegal Regency, where
puppetry serves as a living archive, preserving and
unveiling historical legacies. The results affirm that
puppetry transcends its role as mere entertainment,
becoming a conduit for cultural transmission and a
testament to the enduring significance of historical
values.

This research underscores the need for continued
support and appreciation for puppetry as an intangible
cultural heritage. As puppetry in Tegal Regency
continues to evolve, it remains an invaluable medium
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for fostering cultural identity, community cohesion,
and a deep appreciation for the historical richness
embedded in the strings of heritage. The exploration
of puppetry in Tegal Regency not only adds to the
scholarly understanding of cultural practices but also
advocates for the preservation and celebration of this
unique art form as a vital component of Indonesia's
cultural heritage.
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