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ABSTRACT

This study examines the mechanisms of perception and cognitive processes involved in the formation of language competence
from a psycholinguistic perspective. Language competence is understood as a dynamic system that develops through the
interaction of sensory input and mental processing. The research focuses on how auditory and visual perception contribute to the
recognition of linguistic forms, while cognitive functions such as memory, attention, and conceptualization support the
interpretation and retention of language. A qualitative-descriptive methodology based on theoretical analysis and comparison of
scientific literature was employed. The findings indicate that effective language acquisition depends on the integration of
perceptual mechanisms with higher-order cognitive processes. The study also highlights the importance of working memory and
attention in processing linguistic information and forming stable language skills. The results contribute to a deeper understanding
of language learning and provide a basis for improving educational strategies in language teaching.
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INTRODUCTION

Language competence is a fundamental component of
human cognition and social interaction. It enables
individuals to understand, interpret, and produce
meaningful linguistic expressions in various contexts. In
the field of psycholinguistics, language competence is
viewed as a complex and dynamic process rather than a
static body of knowledge. This process involves the
interaction of perceptual mechanisms and higher-order
cognitive functions. From early childhood, humans begin
to acquire language through continuous exposure to
linguistic input. Perception serves as the initial stage in this

process, allowing individuals to detect and differentiate
sounds, symbols, and structures. Auditory and visual
systems play a crucial role in recognizing linguistic
patterns and forms. However, perception alone is
insufficient for developing full language competence.
Cognitive processes such as memory, attention, and
reasoning are necessary to interpret and organize linguistic
input. These processes enable individuals to construct
meaning and store linguistic knowledge for future use.

Language acquisition is influenced by both internal
cognitive capacities and external environmental factors.
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The brain actively processes incoming information,
transforming it into structured representations of language.
This transformation involves encoding, storage, and
retrieval of linguistic elements. Attention mechanisms help
learners focus on relevant stimuli while filtering out
irrelevant information. At the same time, working memory
temporarily holds linguistic data during processing. Long-
term memory ensures the retention of wvocabulary,
grammar rules, and communicative patterns. The
integration of these systems contributes to the gradual
development of language competence. Psycholinguistic
research highlights that language learning is not purely
mechanical but deeply cognitive and interpretative.
Understanding these mechanisms is essential for
improving educational practices and language teaching
methodologies. Therefore, this study aims to explore the
mechanisms of perception and cognitive processes that
underlie the formation of language competence in
psycholinguistics.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative-descriptive research design
within the framework of psycholinguistics. The primary
aim is to analyze the mechanisms of perception and
cognitive processes involved in the formation of language
competence. A theoretical analysis of existing scientific
literature was conducted as the main research method.
Relevant sources were selected from peer-reviewed
journals, academic books, and reputable databases in
linguistics and psychology. The selection criteria included
relevance to psycholinguistics, cognitive science, and
language acquisition studies. Both classical and
contemporary works were examined to ensure a
comprehensive understanding of the topic.

In addition to literature review, a comparative method was
applied to identify similarities and differences among
various theoretical approaches. The study also utilized a
cognitive-analytical approach to interpret how perceptual
and mental processes interact during language learning.
Key concepts such as perception, memory, attention, and
conceptualization were systematically analyzed. The
research process involved categorizing findings into
thematic groups related to perceptual and cognitive
mechanisms. Examples from empirical studies were
incorporated to support theoretical arguments. The data
interpretation was conducted using an integrative
approach, combining insights from multiple disciplines.
Special attention was given to the role of working memory

and attention in processing linguistic input. The study
maintains an objective and critical perspective throughout
the analysis. As a result, the methodology provides a
structured and comprehensive basis for understanding the
formation of language competence in psycholinguistics.

RESULTS

The analysis revealed that perception plays a foundational
role in the initial stages of language competence formation.
Auditory perception was found to be particularly
significant in recognizing phonological patterns and
distinguishing speech sounds. Visual perception
contributed mainly to reading processes and the
identification of written linguistic structures. The findings
showed that attention mechanisms are essential for
selecting relevant linguistic input and minimizing
cognitive overload. Working memory was identified as a
key factor in temporarily storing and processing incoming
language information. Long-term memory was shown to
support the retention and retrieval of vocabulary and
grammatical rules. The study found that pattern
recognition abilities significantly enhance the speed and
efficiency of language acquisition. Cognitive flexibility
allowed learners to adapt to new linguistic contexts and use
language more creatively. The interaction between
perceptual input and cognitive processing was observed to
be continuous and mutually reinforcing. Overall, the
results indicate that the successful formation of language
competence depends on the effective integration of
perceptual and cognitive mechanisms.

CONCLUSION

The study confirms that language competence is formed
through the interaction of perceptual and cognitive
mechanisms. Perception serves as the initial stage,
providing access to linguistic input through auditory and
visual channels. However, perception alone cannot ensure
full language development without the support of cognitive
processes. Memory systems play a crucial role in storing
and organizing linguistic  knowledge. Attention
mechanisms help learners focus on relevant information
and improve processing efficiency. Cognitive processes
such as conceptualization and pattern recognition enable
deeper understanding of language structures. The
integration of these processes allows individuals to use
language effectively in various communicative situations.
The findings highlight that language acquisition is an
active and dynamic mental process. This emphasizes the
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importance of incorporating cognitive principles into
language  teaching  methodologies.  Overall, a
comprehensive understanding of perceptual and cognitive
mechanisms can significantly enhance the development of
language competence.
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