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ABSTRACT

This article deals with the historical, philosophical and didactic work of the famous Khorezm scholar
Makhmud Zamakhshari, ‘““Rabi' al-Abrar” written in Arabic and the issues raised in it. This work is one
of the great works of Makhmud Zamakhshari and is dedicated to various issues encountered in
society. In particular, the work contains information about religious, social, political, medical, and
natural and wildlife and geographical locations and different regions. This article tells about the
descriptions of famous people about the cities of Khorezm and Samarkand in Central Asia.
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INTRODUCTION

The importance of works that have a long
history in human society, reflect the nature
and the past of society at a certain stage, the
dynasties that ruled in different periods, the
socio-political, economic and cultural relations
in society. Such works, first of all, give us
information and lessons from history, and

secondly, the various events and social issues
described in the works encourage people to
be creative and strive for the future in the
image of universal values and high spirituality.
We must emphasize the importance of
historical, literary and didactic works,
especially in the coverage of social and
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cultural life in history. Because all the issues
rose in such works are aimed at the
development of every society, the well-being,
peace and prosperity of people. One such
work is “Rabi' al-Abrar” (The Spring of the
Good).

“Rabi' al-Abrar” belongs to the great thinker
and  scholar  Makhmud  Zamakhshari.
Makhmud Zamakhshari wrote works not only
on linguistics, lexicography and theology, but
also on historical, didactic, moral and social
issues. His work “Rabi' al-Abrar” is devoted to
such issues. The scholar wrote this work in 528
AH, after completing his famous work, Al-
Kashshaf. We can learn the purpose of the
work and its significance from the
introduction to the work.

“l aim to gather the memories of the readers
of “Al-Kashshaaf 'an Haqa'iq at-Tanzil” and to
soothe their weary minds and comfort their
hearts as they reflect on the intricacies and
mysteries of the commentary. For those who
find it difficult to read Al-Kashshaf, | have
created for them a garden rich in flowers and
fruits, and from this garden' those who wish
to eat sweet fruits will enjoy the juice, others
who wish to enjoy the scent of beautiful
flowers, and those who wish to enjoy the
beautiful scenery, the ears enjoy the murmur
of the lush waters of the garden. Those who
read the work will be free from any assembly
and will not have to learn anything else.
Whoever seeks wealth and knowledge should
read this book, then he will have much. He
who despises himself will increase his self-
esteem and become beautiful. If something
wills in a wish, that wish will come true.
Anyone looking for information will be a
messenger of this work. In it you will read
ghazals and poems about the friendship of
Malik and Uqail and Kusair Azza and Jamil ibn
Abdullah ibn Muammar. If you want sadness,

1 Makhmud Zamakhshari likens “Rabi' al-Abrar” to a beautiful

garden

that is, if you want to relax, you will find
tearful messages, sermons, if you want to be
happy, if you want to laugh, you will find
funny news-anecdotes. Whoever is close to
him will not be in need, and whoever is friends
with him will not need another friend”, said
Makhmud Zamakhshari in the introduction to
his work. [1, p.1b]

In compiling the book, Makhmud Zamakhshari
first read the hadiths of the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) on the
subject, then the words of the Companions,
then the sayings of the followers and the
Arabs and Russians, the sayings of the
ascetics, the ascetics, the sages and the poets,
had brought. He also quoted the words of the
prophets and others from the Children of
Israel. He also quoted news and stories about
the history of the Arabs, their kings, caliphs,
emirs, governors, singers and poets. The
scholar quoted from the best of the messages
so that those who were aware of these
messages would be moral and polite. The
method of classifying a work using such
quotations is “llm al-muhadarat’?, one of the
twelve sciences in Arabic literature.

In his work, Makhmud Zamakhshari draws on
the history, culture, values of the Arab,
Persian, Greek and Indian peoples, as well as
the hadiths of the prophets, famous people in
the fields of science and religion, caliphs,
kings, commanders, scholars, sages, poets
and singers, made effective use of his
narrations and poems. The work also includes
conversations between kings and ministers,
major cities of Arab and non-Arab peoples,
various legends, myths, historical events.

In the play, the author gives information
about the history, climate and culture of
different countries and cities belonging to
Muhammad (s.a.v.), caliphs, historians-
scholars and sages. Including Mecca, Medina,
Tibet, Sin (China), Ruha (Odessa), Silhun,
Baghdad, Basra, Kufa, Gur (Kura Ardasher,

2 llm al-muhadarat-quotation art, science of lectures.
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Firozabad), Balkh, Ahvaz, Khorasan, Sham
(Damascus), Nishapur, Sano, Khorezm and
gives information about ancient cities such as
Samarkand, descriptions of them. Below are
the descriptions given in the play about
Samarkand and Khorezm regions, which are
today the regions of the Republic of
Uzbekistan.

)au.'m\ Q}M.ﬁ} ‘J).;)Admi J.JUJA}.'\H
G U iy ¥ 5 5oL il (SRl oSy i 435 s
e paliad oo 5 ales [2, pa77]

Ammonia is an available chemical
element, when the smell is noticeable and
when the ammonia is fully dispersed into the
air, the peculiar pungent odor can be clearly
felt, then it dissipates as fast as if nothing had
happened, which is one of the peculiarities of
Samarkand.

32138 ¢ paal )55 (28 Hau 2 Gailad (o LIS L)
s (e baly 2l OS2, paa78]

The color of Kesh? salt is red, but when
crushed it turns white, which is one of the
peculiarities of Samarkand Sogdiana.

(Ol s ALY el e(per dase el Liall (s
A8 yaus 225 [2, p.205]

There are four gardens-paradises in
the world: Damascus’s Ghuta Valley?, Al-Ubilla
Oasis®, the people of Bawan®, and Samarkand
Sugdi.

25 e 18 Slaa Loy 1 Solaliall Jad e s (sl
Ay Can Lala Lo s @Sl Lalia Laa a3 51 535 [2,
p-272]

Al-Hasan said, “What do the two wings
do?” people asked him, “What are two wings?
Al-Hasan said, “They are Samarkand and

3 The name of one of the ancient cities

4 The Guta Valley in Damascus is famous for its fertile land and
quality water

5 A small town to the west of the Tigris River in Basra

6 The people of Bavan are one of the most beautiful gardens in the
world; it is located near the city of Bavon with many trees and

water

Khorezm. They are the two wings of Islam. So
that both of them are the strongholds of
[slam.

Ll 5 g S Lpummy S ‘&.—"1-,*“‘)5‘ Lenand 2 530
A Leda g 585 38 (G o LSS Lgan) 238 jan g ¢ HSY)
sl [2, p.294]

Mero: Afrasiab founded and some
places were built by Kaykhusraw, Alexander
completed it. The foundation of Samarkand
was laid by Kaykavus ibn Kubad, and his son
Siyavush also completed the rest of the
construction.

ol e sl 5 e (M5 e @ des

Jeny a8 cailia (o Wt agiing ol (88 5 2 4gUatuld
Go Juaall e ol il Jany s clgr g oo 550 (o
O plad ool LS il ol ey smam e slall Jany o ca )52
ohsell 08 G uall [2, p.227]

For Ma'mun, camels were brought to
Marv from Khorezm from Khorezm to
cultivate a seed of watermelon called bozini.
Then water was brought from the river Jaihun.
But the result was not as expected. He
realized that the weather in Khorezm was
necessary for watermelon to be good and
sweet.

b} 18 o) A () 2 padly 4B ) rlaad) (S
lud) AL (sl 3anii 2, p.272]

Asking Hajjoj Qutayba to return to
Khorezm, he wrote: “Demand is high in
Khorezm and looting will be less”.

ALl oy ashe 2 A Jgus ) JE 530 8 sl
O sk el A ke e alg el (g )l A
PO (A oS a2, p.289]

Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased
with him) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (May peace be upon him) said: It is
blessed to spend a night in Khorezm. Whoever
prays two rak'ahs in Khorezm is happy”.

26 (Bl e a3l L J& 5 )dalls A sl e
lli Ol 5 VI eoalad) O sl ¢ sam A 3y
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% g o peie e S g all Bl [2, pl289]

Al-Hasan said, “There is a city in the east. It is
called Khorezm. It is located on the banks of a
river called Jayhun, which is said to be cursed
on both sides. Be careful! The city is
surrounded by angels, and the bride is led to
heaven as she is led to the bridegroom's
house. Allah will resurrect a hundred thousand
martyrs from their graves there. Each of them
is equal to the martyr of Badr”.

Lo a0l s Led Jlay gl jag dinae 1 s 0
38 ccani s B (B agie () salusalld 1S | el
e L g g ecpaliadl Anaal e Blia ) gilS | galld
e si[2, p.289]

Makhul’: There is a city in Khorasan called
Khorezm, its inhabitants are infidels and its
Muslims are in trouble and persecution. If they
embrace Islam, they will be a wing and a shield
for the Muslims.

ol 5a Y Tz Jhs 4l jpemid ;e 0l 0
slall caga s Juiy Lia Ja 1l (o Al i s 03D g 0055
Aally o ga sl iy ;W Al aga s e [2, p.290]

Ibn 'Umar asked a man from Khorezm about
his country. He said, "If a man from our
country washes his face with water, the water
will freeze on his face.” Ibn 'Umar said to him,
"Give those faces the prophecy of Paradise."

PRSEICLING PENPIS F R PLC IS R LN R P R
G G5 Y Basense Juady eVl e Ll aag
w@mﬁ‘amwﬂﬂwﬁ@yﬂ‘wwup
M\j‘eabewl.@ﬁ\j)dsdﬂ\d.\\_\s\.g_u_\sl.b\}cd‘).m“
4\_\5 ‘_,.AAA\_’ ce.@_al_u Sia ‘;A \‘5..4&;\ 28 ‘(,4\3 ?é'u" Lus
r‘s@A.\.A‘) “_l\ﬁj‘ﬂ\ MLG&?A)A.\J AU\JSSJM} ‘?G—’l:’}‘b
‘):\uca\).; suw&\@me‘u\aﬁ}l\aﬁﬁédﬂ\
Lede s D8 celitgall OIS elall e cellliall amy )
sl S VI el ta3iia lluy Yy chingar JBlS Y1 JE sia
Al asiis Ay ya sty Al Jal Lelal s i (g by
Ge Jddy aeindlaSa e somll uad Gl agie Ui M
O ol glsily agbliiu) e AL agie Y hius

7He isa jurist and hadith scholar

AlaY) 5 el gl aaie g bl 5 daudl gl s s le 5 Lo gl
ol Ll Gilial (8 agilie 55 el d@ aa yilea
celadl () g O aY) Cia g ¢ LAY dne agi s
23 Y g (i Y ‘)A] salbiad ¢ ¢elanall ‘_Ar_ q}aﬂ\j
daally 485 )0 3l gl gl 4 Cuais) Laey §and Y
6))&43\} U\).Jl u.A Lﬁ)‘)aa” u})m} cg\AJﬂ\ c.\A@J\
daledl s LAl bl la s i) o N5 gl (dial
el Lghsa s (o) d lal s Ll yal s dadal s Wadll
sl e Gge e g Y e el Wagles el sa

5 Adadl (8 V) alie aa s V) Leaphay clalip tapk
[2, p-290]
The writer Ibn Samaqga, enumerating his
(Khorezm) virtues, says: Khorezm, for
example, has qualities that are not found in all
countries, and praiseworthy qualities that are
not found in other cities. It is one of the
leading cities in the Islamic world.

Allah Himself guaranteed to help them at all
times, always rewarding them with victory.
Then Allah fortified Khorezm with Jayhun and
the valley that restored the roads, with the
abundant water that was dangerous. The
people of Khorezm are a brave people. They
have a fearless heart and a proud instinct.
These rumors about Khorezmians are
widespread, so the enemy is afraid to fight
them. Another reason they lose when they
collide is that there are sniper archers who
don’t make mistakes even if they get injured.
None of them had a bow in their hands. They
also mastered the use of swords and spears.

They have honesty, piety and fidelity to the
trust. Their consciences are clear and pure,
their motivation to do good is evident. Their
religion is to love the good, to hate the bad,
and to give alms to the poor and kindness to
the weak. You can't list other features. It is
preferred by its various bright ways, flying
horses, wild, wild falcons, types of fur, and
color of clothing. The fruits are the best and
most appetizing, delicious and sweet. They
are the most useful and powerful fruits for the
body. The air is the best, and the water is the
most delicious, because it flows from delicious
springs on clean soil. Not to mention the
Khorezm watermelons, in which are found
only in heaven.
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In his work, Makhmud Zamakhshari
considered Khorezm, one of the most ancient
countries, where he was born, and
Samarkand, which had a high culture in the
Middle Ages. Firouzabad), Balkh, Ahvaz,
Khorasan, Damascus (Damascus), Nishapur,
Sana'a, and the fact that he included
information about them in his work testifies to
Makhmud Zamakhshari's love for his
homeland and his devotion to the country.

The work “Rabi' al-Abrar” serves as an
important source of information about the
descriptions of our cities by world-famous
people, the climate and qualities of Khorezm
and Samarkand.

This work was written in Arabic in the Middle
Ages by historians and geographers such as
Ibn Rusta, Al-Yaqubi, Abubakr al-Balazuri, Ibn
Khordabeh, Tabari, Ibn Fadlan, Abu Rayhan
Beruni, Al-Istakhri and Al-Maqdisi, who gave
information about Khorezm and other
regions, can be included in the list of works.
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