
CURRENT RESEARCH JOURNAL OF PEDAGOGICS (ISSN: 2767-3278) 

 

  

https://masterjournals.com/index.php/crjp 125 

 

VOLUME: Vol.07 Issue02 2026 
DOI: - 10.37547/pedagogics-crjp-07-02-28 
Page: - 125-128  

RESEARCH ARTICLE 

 

Media Education As A Factor In Developing Creative 
Thinking Among Students 
 

Rakhimova Khurzoda Kamulovna 

Chirchik state pedagogical university, faculty of Pedagogy, department of Psychology, lecturer, Uzbekistan 

 

Received: 20 December 2025 Accepted: 11 January 2026 Published: 16 February 2026 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In the modern digital era, media environments and 

communication technologies have profoundly transformed 

contemporary life. Digital technologies have 

fundamentally renewed the field of mass media, resulting 

in the emergence of various multimedia environments. 

Unlike traditional mass communication, these 

environments are networked, democratized, and 

interactive, allowing users to receive, process, and 

communicate information. Currently, the Internet has over 

2.4 billion users, and global information sources and 

content are rapidly increasing. The number of major 

Internet platforms and websites has already approached 

630 million [1]. 

The media environment has deeply changed human 

communication methods, thinking mechanisms, and social 

relationships. Although Tim Berners-Lee, the creator of the 

Internet, emphasized the principles of universal equality 

and free access, these principles remain under potential 

pressure from large corporations and political influence. 

Therefore, in the modern media environment, it is 

necessary to develop critical thinking skills and civic 

competencies. 

UNESCO, the Council of Europe, and the European Union 

have repeatedly emphasized the need to implement media 

education programs in higher education aimed at fostering 

critical thinking. Media education not only equips students 

with the skills to analyze and reinterpret information but 

also plays a crucial role in shaping them as independent 

thinkers capable of proposing creative solutions [11]. 

The mechanism of media education for developing creative 

thinking consists of several stages: 

1. Information reception and analysis – Students 

compare information from various sources, evaluate its 

reliability, and analyze media texts critically. 

2. Interpretation and reprocessing – Students reshape 

information from their perspective, creating new content. 

Divergent thinking is activated, and the ability to propose 

multiple solutions to a problem is enhanced. 

3. Media product creation – By producing videos, 

podcasts, infographics, and social media content, students 

demonstrate innovative and creative thinking in practice. 

4. Reflection and evaluation – Students analyze 

created media products, discuss strengths and weaknesses, 

fostering creative growth and independent thinking. 
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Moreover, modern media education is based on interactive 

and game-based technologies. Role-playing, dramatized 

lessons, and simulations engage students as active 

participants, showcasing their creativity and potential. For 

example, in pedagogical games in the form of a “trial,” 

students assume roles such as prosecutor, lawyer, and 

judge, developing analytical thinking and creative 

decision-making skills. 

Media education also promotes critical thinking through 

mass media. Students analyze media content across genres, 

evaluate content and form, and assess audience impact. In 

this process, students become creators, not just consumers, 

of information. According to the UNESCO Grunwald 

Declaration of 1982, media education “should develop 

students’ critical awareness, information analysis skills, 

and creative problem-solving abilities.” The modern media 

environment prepares students as professionals capable of 

independent thinking, innovative decision-making, and 

proposing creative solutions [4]. 

Media education serves as an essential factor in developing 

creative thinking, shaping students into modern 

professionals who think critically and make creative 

decisions. The Council of Europe emphasizes that media 

education should foster students’ critical and active 

attitudes, enabling them to understand media rights and 

powers and draw independent conclusions based on 

available information. Therefore, media professionals 

must not only consume information but also analyze and 

interpret it. Students should also assess the economic, 

political, social, and cultural impact of media. 

The European Union stresses that media education should 

enable students to critically evaluate various media content 

in terms of form, genre, and content and analyze 

interrelations across different contexts. These 

competencies are crucial for shaping students as 

independent, creative citizens [4]. 

Based on these recommendations, children and adults 

should learn to acquire, analyze, and integrate knowledge 

from various media sources such as music videos, online 

databases, social networks, and other content. Students 

should be able to assess the reliability and credibility of 

information sources, which is fundamental in shaping 

active, responsible, and critically thinking citizens in a 

globalized society. 

Media education is also a vital tool for fostering students’ 

creative thinking. In today’s context, students must be able 

to form opinions, generate new ideas, and critically 

evaluate the real impact of content on social networks. For 

example, students can learn to propose creative solutions 

by analyzing interconnections between historical heritage, 

economic systems, and environmental frameworks. 

Media education prepares students for independent 

thinking and creative decision-making in the modern 

information environment. It does not merely involve 

receiving information but encourages analysis, 

reinterpretation, content creation, and reflection, thereby 

fostering creative thinking. In this way, media education 

enhances students’ intellectual activity, shaping them into 

professionals who think critically and creatively. 

Consequently, according to the recommendations of the 

Council of Europe and the European Union, the goal of 

media education is not only to provide access to 

information and analytical skills but also to cultivate 

creative thinking and independent decision-making. This is 

achieved through the effective use of media methods in 

modern education, preparing students as citizens who are 

adaptable, creative, and critically minded in a digital 

society [2]. 

A critical approach in media education aligns with the 

overall scientific and pedagogical concept of education. 

Since the 1970s, two major academic trends-theories of 

critical thinking and critical pedagogy-have significantly 

contributed to the theoretical foundation of media 

education. Scholars in these schools viewed media 

education as a means to develop information-processing 

skills, independent thinking, evaluation, and the ability to 

propose creative solutions. 

The term “critical” is broad; one of its primary goals is to 

encourage students’ independent and responsible thinking. 

According to N. Berbules and R. Burke, a critical approach 

protects against ambiguities and misunderstandings arising 

from the inability to accurately receive, interpret, and 

analyze information [1]. From this perspective, critical 

thinking is not merely a cognitive ability but also a key 

element in developing students’ social and cultural 

potential. 

Critical pedagogy, promoted by scholars such as P. Freire 

and I. Shor, emphasizes education through dialogue and 

social interaction. They argue that “dialogue is when 

people meet to reflect on themselves, truths about life, and 
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social relations” [9]. This approach transforms students 

from passive recipients of knowledge into active 

participants capable of critical and creative thought. 

In media education, the critical approach is a key 

mechanism for fostering creative thinking. In the modern 

media environment, students work with diverse content 

formats, including audio, video, infographics, and social 

media materials. The critical approach equips them to 

analyze, reinterpret, and create new content. For example, 

students critically analyze videos, podcasts, or 

advertisements, evaluate their aesthetic and semiotic 

qualities, and make creative decisions. 

Additionally, the critical approach trains students to assess 

the social and cultural context of media impact. It 

strengthens analytical and synthetic thinking and enables 

the use of multiple approaches to develop creative ideas. 

Consequently, students become modern professionals who 

independently analyze, reinterpret, and propose creative 

solutions rather than merely consuming information. 

Relying on critical thinking and critical pedagogy, media 

education functions as a vital mechanism for developing 

creative thinking in students. This process involves 

analysis, reinterpretation, creative decision-making, and 

reflection, supporting the preparation of independent and 

creative professionals in the modern media environment. 

Advocates of critical thinking and pedagogy aim to shape 

all students, regardless of social group or class, as 

independent and critically thinking subjects. This approach 

fosters responsibility and agency, allowing students to 

analyze and transform the world. According to P. Freire, 

critical pedagogy is not only a process of learning but also 

of understanding the world. Critical awareness requires 

students to analyze cognitive and social relations, 

institutions, and traditions, recognizing injustices and false 

practices. 

From this perspective, media literacy and teaching mass 

media play a critical role in shaping cultural and social 

interactions in education. In this approach, words, 

information, and media are considered tools to “shape and 

transform reality” [10]. Freire’s decoding process 

illustrates this as a dialogical and socially interactive 

method, enabling students to read social dynamics, 

response intensities, and world events. 

Critical thinking and pedagogy aim to transform students 

into subjects who analyze and evaluate information 

independently and creatively. Students do not merely 

receive data but analyze, reinterpret, and propose creative 

solutions. They seek evidence, draw reasoned conclusions, 

imagine, predict, and interpret, while developing 

discussion and communication skills, thereby preparing 

them as socially active citizens. 

The modern context of media education is closely tied to 

the digital environment. The emergence of cyberspace in 

the 1990s revolutionized all spheres of society. Digital 

screens connected to computers and the Internet invite 

students to interactive and creative activity, enhancing 

their creative capacity [5]. Today, cyberspace provides 

students with new opportunities to analyze the modern 

world, engage in critical dialogue, and participate socially. 

Critical thinking and media education are vital for 

developing students’ creativity and independent thinking. 

According to D. Buckingham, media education not only 

develops critical thinking but also enhances cultural 

literacy, the ability to propose creative solutions, civic 

responsibility, and innovation [3]. Critical literacy should 

be an integral part of media literacy, helping students 

evaluate information for accuracy, reliability, and 

objectivity, teaching them to analyze without bias from 

commercial or vested interests. 

Web journals and edu-blogs are widely used in modern 

education as effective tools for dialogue and interaction in 

classrooms or online environments. These resources serve 

as informal Internet-based “reading and writing” tools, 

enabling teachers to enhance students’ comprehension and 

interactive skills [8]. 

Web blogs are primarily social and interactive platforms. 

They became widespread in 1999, and by the early 2000s, 

they were used not only for personal writing but also for 

leadership, news dissemination, and political purposes. 

Today, web journals offer significant advantages in 

education: they effectively foster critical thinking, 

reflection, and higher-order thinking skills [6]. 

The key feature of web blogs is their interactivity. Edu-

blogs promote collaboration and distance learning and 

serve as social reading and writing tools. Blogs may 

incorporate photos (photoblogs), videos (vlogs), and audio 

files (podcasts), enriching communication. They integrate 

with online communities and allow participants to 

exchange ideas without HTML coding [7]. 



CURRENT RESEARCH JOURNAL OF PEDAGOGICS (ISSN: 2767-3278) 

 

  

https://masterjournals.com/index.php/crjp 128 

 

Blogs encourage independent thinking and provide a 

platform for knowledge creation and experience sharing 

through social collaboration. Interaction enables students 

to evaluate their knowledge, reflect, and reinterpret 

information, strengthening critical thinking. Blogs also 

serve as a “mirror,” allowing students to constructively 

share creative findings and knowledge. Interactivity 

enables students to exchange ideas, experiences, and 

knowledge, developing creative and critical skills. 

Research indicates that communication via “critical 

friends” in blogs is highly effective for teaching critical 

thinking and critical pedagogy [1]. 

The “decoding” metaphor proposed by P. Freire and D. 

Macedo enables students to study the world, relationships, 

and social dynamics from a true and critical perspective. 

Through web blogs, students engage in social interaction, 

exchange ideas, and reconsider different viewpoints, 

fostering creative thinking and independent reflection [10]. 

Web blogs and edu-blogs are effective tools in modern 

media education for developing students’ creative and 

critical thinking. Through interactivity, collaboration, and 

social interaction, they support knowledge creation, 

shaping students as independent and critically thinking 

subjects. Additionally, blogs enrich the educational 

process within social and cultural contexts, preparing 

students as active participants in the modern digital 

environment. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, media education serves as a fundamental 

factor in developing students’ creative thinking. It creates 

an interactive and social environment, enabling students to 

analyze various perspectives, contexts, and information 

sources. Through blogs, web journals, and other media 

platforms, students learn to think independently, engage in 

critical reflection, and generate creative solutions. Thus, 

media education fosters students’ abilities to identify 

problems, reflect, predict, and propose solutions, preparing 

them as active, responsible, and innovative citizens in the 

modern world. 
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