CURRENT RESEARCH JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES

(ISSN —2767-3758)
VOLUME 04 ISSUE 07 Pages: 01-04

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 823) (2022: 6. 041) (2023: 7. 491)
OCLC -1242423883

5 Crossref d @ Google S WorldCat' fge YNNI Publisher: Master Journals

2767-3758

SJIF 2023-7.491
y S 8 Research Article

CURRENT RESEARCH

EXPLORING THE THEME OF INFIDELITY IN AJO OBI: A READER
RESPONSE APPROACH

Submission Date: June 21, 2023, Accepted Date: June 26, 2023,
Published Date: July 01, 2023
Crossref doi: https://doi.org/10.37547/philological-crjps-04-07-01

Journal Website:
https://masterjournals.
com/index.php/crjps

Copyright: Original

content from this work Jacinta Onyebuchi Aruah
may be used under the
terms of the creative
commons  attributes
4.0 licence.

Department of Linguistics, Igbo And Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka, Nigeria

ABSTRACT

This research article adopts a reader response approach to explore the theme of infidelity in the novel Ajo
Obi. The study examines readers' interpretations, reactions, and emotional responses to the portrayal of
infidelity in the narrative. By analyzing reader responses through interviews, surveys, and close reading of
the text, the research aims to understand how individual readers engage with and make meaning of the
theme of infidelity. The findings shed light on the diverse perspectives, personal experiences, and cultural
contexts that influence readers' interpretations of infidelity in Ajo Obi. The implications of this study
contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex dynamics surrounding infidelity in literature and offer
insights into the significance of reader responses in shaping the meaning and reception of literary themes.
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INTRODUCTION

The theme of infidelity is a recurring motif in of infidelity in the novel Ajo Obi. By focusing on
literature, often explored for its emotional and readers' interpretations, reactions, and emotional
moral complexities. This research article adopts a responses, the study seeks to understand how
reader response approach to delve into the theme individual readers engage with and make meaning
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of infidelity within the narrative. Ajo Obi, a
renowned literary work, provides a rich context to
explore the multifaceted aspects of infidelity and
its impact on characters and relationships. By
examining reader responses, this research aims to
shed light on the diverse perspectives, personal
experiences, and cultural contexts that influence
emotional

readers' understanding and

engagement with the theme of infidelity.

METHOD

This study employs a reader response research
methodology to explore the theme of infidelity in
Ajo Obi. The research design incorporates various
data collection methods to capture readers'
interpretations and emotional responses. Firstly,
interviews are conducted with a sample of readers
who have engaged with the novel. These
interviews are semi-structured, allowing readers
to express their thoughts, feelings, and personal
experiences related to the theme of infidelity. The
interviews aim to uncover the readers'
understanding of infidelity, the factors influencing
their interpretations, and the emotional
resonance it evokes.

In addition to interviews, surveys are distributed
among a larger group of readers to gather a wider
range of responses. The surveys consist of both
closed-ended and open-ended questions,
providing quantitative and qualitative data
regarding readers' interpretations and emotional
reactions to the theme of infidelity in Ajo Obi. The
survey data offer insights into common patterns,

attitudes, and perceptions among readers.

Furthermore, a close reading approach is applied
to analyze the text itself. This involves a detailed
examination of specific passages, dialogues, and
character interactions related to infidelity. By
closely analyzing the literary elements and
narrative techniques employed by the author, the
study uncovers the textual cues and devices that
contribute to readers' wunderstanding and
emotional responses to the theme of infidelity.
The collected data from interviews, surveys, and
close reading analysis are analyzed using thematic
analysis and content analysis techniques.
Thematic analysis allows for the identification of
recurring themes, patterns, and variations in
readers' interpretations and emotional responses.
Content analysis helps to categorize and quantify
specific aspects of readers' engagements with the
theme of infidelity, providing a comprehensive
overview of their responses.

By employing a reader response approach and
combining qualitative and quantitative data, this
research aims to offer valuable insights into the
theme of infidelity in Ajo Obi and the diverse ways
readers interpret and emotionally engage with
this theme.

RESULTS

The results of the study reveal diverse
interpretations and emotional responses among
readers regarding the theme of infidelity in Ajo
Obi. Through interviews, surveys, and close
reading analysis, it was evident that readers'
engagement with the theme varied based on their
personal experiences, cultural backgrounds, and
moral perspectives. Some readers empathized
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with the characters involved in infidelity, seeing it
as a reflection of human frailty and the
complexities of relationships. Others condemned
the characters' actions, emphasizing the betrayal
and moral consequences of infidelity. The close
reading analysis highlighted the author's nuanced
portrayal of infidelity, capturing the psychological
and emotional dimensions of the characters
involved.

DISCUSSION

The discussion section delves into the implications
and significance of the findings. The diverse
interpretations of infidelity among readers reflect
the complexity of the theme itself and its moral
ambiguity. The study reveals that readers' cultural
backgrounds  and
significantly influence their interpretations and

personal experiences
emotional responses. It highlights the role of
empathy and subjective judgment in readers'
engagement with infidelity, as well as the
influence of societal norms and values in shaping
readers' moral judgments. Furthermore, the close
reading analysis showcases the author's skill in
presenting a multi-dimensional and realistic
portrayal of infidelity, allowing readers to navigate
their own moral dilemmas and emotional
responses.

The study also underscores the importance of
reader responses in shaping the meaning and
reception of literary themes. It demonstrates that
readers  actively  construct their own
understanding and emotional connection to the
theme of infidelity through their interpretation

and engagement with the text. Moreover, the

diverse range of reader responses highlights the
richness and depth of Ajo Obi as a literary work,
prompting discussions and reflections on complex
moral and emotional issues.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this research provides insights into
the theme of infidelity in Ajo Obi from a reader
response perspective. The findings reveal the
diverse interpretations and emotional responses
among readers, influenced by their personal
experiences, cultural backgrounds, and moral
perspectives. The study emphasizes the
significance of reader engagement and subjective
interpretation in shaping the meaning and
reception of the theme of infidelity. It underscores
the complexity and moral ambiguity inherent in
the theme and highlights the skill of the author in
presenting a nuanced portrayal of infidelity. By
considering readers' diverse responses, this
research contributes to a deeper understanding of
the theme of infidelity in literature and the role of
reader interpretation in shaping the meaning and
significance of literary themes.
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