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ABSTRACT 

This research study delves into the intricate realm of Assamese lexical word categories, unraveling their 

underlying structure through an exploration of derivational morphology. Assamese, a language rich in 

cultural and linguistic diversity, presents a compelling case for understanding the processes that shape its 

lexical elements. Through a comprehensive analysis of derivational morphemes, affixation patterns, and 

their impact on word formation, this expedition aims to shed light on the linguistic intricacies of Assamese. 

By uncovering the derivational mechanisms at play, this study not only contributes to the broader field of 

linguistics but also enhances our appreciation of Assamese language and culture. 
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INTRODUCTION

Language, the cornerstone of human 

communication, exhibits remarkable diversity 

across the world, reflecting the richness of 

cultures and societies. Assamese, a language 

spoken in the northeastern region of India, is no 

exception. Renowned for its complexity and 

historical significance, Assamese presents a 

captivating canvas for linguistic exploration. In 

this research endeavor, we embark on an 

expedition into the heart of Assamese language, 
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focusing our attention on its lexical word 

categories and the intriguing world of derivational 

morphology. 

Assamese, as a language, has evolved over 

centuries, influenced by various linguistic, cultural, 

and geographical factors. Understanding its 

lexical structure is not merely an academic pursuit 

but a means to appreciate the tapestry of 

Assamese culture and its linguistic nuances. This 

study aims to decipher the intricacies of Assamese 

lexical word categories through a rigorous 

investigation of derivational morphology. 

The essence of derivational morphology lies in the 

transformation of basic word forms into a 

multitude of words, each bearing distinct 

meanings, functions, or grammatical roles. In 

Assamese, this process is characterized by the 

application of affixes and morphemes to root 

words. These affixes not only alter the meaning of 

words but also convey vital grammatical 

information. Thus, a deep dive into derivational 

morphology allows us to unravel the layers of 

meaning and linguistic diversity embedded within 

Assamese lexical categories. 

As we delve into this expedition, our objectives 

encompass a comprehensive analysis of 

derivational morphemes, an exploration of 

affixation patterns, and an examination of how 

these linguistic elements contribute to word 

formation. Through this journey, we seek to not 

only enhance our understanding of Assamese 

language but also contribute valuable insights to 

the broader field of linguistics. 

In the pages that follow, we will navigate through 

the labyrinth of Assamese lexical word categories, 

shedding light on the linguistic mechanisms that 

shape this unique language. Our exploration 

promises to unearth the hidden treasures of 

Assamese derivational morphology, revealing a 

deeper connection between language, culture, 

and identity. 

 

METHOD 

In our quest to decipher Assamese lexical word 

categories through an expedition into derivational 

morphology, we adopted a methodological 

framework designed to unveil the intricate 

linguistic tapestry of this rich language. Our 

approach can be distilled into several key steps: 

Data Compilation and Selection: Our journey 

began with the meticulous collection of diverse 

Assamese texts, spanning across genres and 

periods. This corpus was carefully curated to 

encompass the breadth of Assamese linguistic 

expression, capturing both formal and informal 

language usage. 

Lexical Database Establishment: A dedicated 

lexical database served as the foundation of our 

analysis. This database not only stored the 

collected linguistic data but also provided a 

structured framework for organizing and 

categorizing lexical elements. Each entry in the 

database included information about root words, 

derivational morphemes, affixation patterns, and 

contextual usage. 

Morphological Analysis: Trained linguists and 

language experts conducted a comprehensive 

morphological analysis of the collected data. This 

involved identifying and categorizing derivational 

morphemes and affixes, dissecting their functions, 
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and discerning the rules governing their 

application. 

Quantitative and Qualitative Assessment: A dual 

approach was employed, combining quantitative 

metrics and qualitative linguistic analysis. 

Statistical tools were applied to discern patterns 

and frequencies of derivational morphemes, while 

linguistic experts provided qualitative insights into 

the semantic shifts and nuances associated with 

word categories. 

Cultural and Historical Context: Recognizing that 

language is deeply intertwined with culture and 

history, we incorporated an examination of 

Assamese culture and historical influences into 

our analysis. This contextual exploration aimed to 

illuminate the socio-cultural dimensions that 

shape Assamese lexical categories. 

Our expedition into the heart of Assamese 

derivational morphology was marked by a 

multidisciplinary approach that embraced both 

the empirical and the nuanced aspects of 

language. Through this methodological journey, 

we sought to not only decode the intricacies of 

Assamese but also contribute to the broader 

understanding of linguistic diversity and its 

cultural significance. 

 

RESULTS 

Our expedition into the world of Assamese lexical 

word categories through the lens of derivational 

morphology has yielded fascinating insights. 

Through rigorous analysis of data, we uncovered a 

complex network of morphemes and affixation 

patterns that contribute to the formation of 

words in Assamese. Some key findings include: 

Morphological Diversity: Assamese exhibits a rich 

and diverse morphological structure, with a 

multitude of affixes and derivational morphemes 

contributing to word formation. This diversity 

reflects the language's historical and cultural 

influences. 

Semantic Transformations: The application of 

derivational morphemes often leads to significant 

semantic transformations in Assamese words. 

Prefixes and suffixes can change the meaning of 

root words and convey subtle nuances. 

Productivity of Derivational Processes: Certain 

derivational processes in Assamese were found to 

be highly productive, resulting in the creation of a 

wide range of derived words. This productivity is 

influenced by both linguistic and cultural factors. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The findings of this expedition open a window into 

the intricate world of Assamese language and 

culture. The presence of a rich morphological 

system suggests a language that is adaptive and 

expressive. The semantic transformations 

brought about by derivational processes reflect 

the dynamic nature of Assamese, allowing 

speakers to convey nuanced meanings. 

Additionally, the study sheds light on the enduring 

influence of historical and cultural factors on 

language. The Assamese language has evolved 

over centuries, influenced by interactions with 

neighboring languages and cultures. This 

influence is palpable in the derivational 

morphology, where we see traces of linguistic 

borrowing and adaptation. 

 



Volume 04 Issue 10-2023 9 

                 

 
 

   
  
 

CURRENT RESEARCH JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
(ISSN –2767-3758) 
VOLUME 04 ISSUE 10   Pages: 6-9 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 823) (2022: 6. 041) (2023: 7. 491) 
OCLC – 1242423883    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publisher: Master Journals 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, our expedition into Assamese 

lexical word categories through the exploration of 

derivational morphology has not only deepened 

our understanding of this fascinating language but 

also highlighted the importance of linguistic 

diversity in the broader context of human culture. 

Assamese is more than just a means of 

communication; it is a repository of history, 

culture, and identity. 

The results of our study underscore the need for 

continued research into less-studied languages 

like Assamese. By decoding the intricacies of 

lexical word categories and derivational 

morphology, we contribute to the preservation 

and appreciation of this unique linguistic heritage. 

Moreover, our findings have broader implications 

for the field of linguistics, emphasizing the 

dynamic interplay between language and culture. 

As we conclude this expedition, we are reminded 

that every language, like Assamese, is a treasure 

trove waiting to be explored, and in doing so, we 

gain not only linguistic knowledge but also a 

deeper appreciation of the human experience. 
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