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INTRODUCTION 

 
How often we forget the history of our land. And the 
purpose of my article is a brief overview of the 
social system of Bukhara at the end of the 19th and 
beginning of the 20th centuries. Throughout its 
development, the Bukhara Emirate was a monarchy 
of the absolutist type. It included vast parts of the 
territory of modern Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan, namely Bukhara, Kashkadarya, 
Surkhandarya, Navoi, Kulyab, Khatlon, Gorno-
Badakhshchansk and two districts of Samarkand 

and Chardzhou regions. State administration here 
had a structure where institutions of power 
traditional for the Muslim East (monarch - cabinet 
of ministers - governors of provinces - judges) were 
intertwined with the experience of ruling previous 
Bukhara dynasties (Samanids, Karakhanids, 
Sheibanids, Ashtarkhanids). 
 
The order of the state structure of the emirate was 
as follows: kushbegi (first minister), kozi - kalon 
(chief judge), rais (guardian of order and mayor of 
the capital), divanbegi (chief of the office), zakotchi 
(leading taxes), lashkarboshi (commander of the 
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troops) were subordinate to the emir. , mirshab 
(chief of police). The beks, which were the main 
administrative units, were ruled by beks, kazii 
(judges), respectively. [1] 
 
Representatives of the ruler in the 18-20 centuries. 
the Mangit dynasties held the most important 
government posts, played a decisive role in the 
bureaucratic apparatus and the army. They also 
held in their hands the levers of economic life, 
disposed of most of the land and pastures, water 
sources, and took part in major trade operations. 
The latter were not only the rulers of the state, but 
also the main clerics, thus personifying the pinnacle 
of the monarchy of a feudal - theocratic nature. 
After the emir, the next most important clerical 
titles in the emirate were mufti, alam (ulema), 
imams, qori (readers of the Qur'an), etc. [2] 
 
It should be recalled that about 75 thousand people 
lived in the ancient city by the 20th century. In 
addition to representatives of the indigenous 
nationality, Tajiks, Iranians, Arabs, Turkmens, 
Indians lived here; Bukharian Jews and other 
nationalities. It must be admitted that the dominant 
Islam and the Muslim clergy as a whole could and 
did save the multilingual city from interethnic 
strife; moreover, Islam here acted as a guarantor of 
stability and harmony in society. 
 

THE MAIN FINDINGS AND RESULTS 

 
It follows that this order has been tested and 
legalized for many centuries, sanctified by Islam 
and legalized by the Shariah, has proven its ability 
to protect the monarchy from the attack of internal 
and external enemies, and practically did not 
change.   As for the economy in the emirate, it 
was mainly agricultural, land ownership served as 
the basis for the dominance of large landowners. 
The majority of the population, respectively, were 
farmers (dekhkans), cattle breeders (Chorvadors) 

and urban artisans (kosibs). 
 
There were three types of feudal ownership of the 
means of production: state (amlak), private (mulk), 
and vakuf. 
 
The most important element in the social structure 
of society in the late XIX and early XX centuries. 
were artisans who represented the only trade - the 
production group of the population, which 
subsequently played a huge role in the export of the 
emirate. In Bukhara, there were about a hundred 
independent branches of crafts. Workers of 
numerous small workshops processed metals, fiber 
(silk, cotton), leather, made clothes, food products, 
various household items, and were engaged in the 
construction of buildings. The transformation of 
handicrafts into commodity production in the 
Middle Ages, in turn, contributed to the 
strengthening of the position of Bukhara, the 
creation of a crossroads of caravan trade routes 
connecting Central Asia, on the one hand, with Iran, 
Afghanistan and India, and on the other, with 
Russia. 
 
In addition, duos were included in the statutes, the 
reading of which was the duty of artisans at the 
beginning of work and in its different periods. All 
artisans were obliged to obey the foremen, the 
foreman and the owner of the workshop. Violation 
of the rules was punishable by a monetary penalty 
in favor of the foreman or headman. In general, the 
artisans were completely subordinate to the clergy. 
In Bukhara in the nineteenth century. there were 
several hundred mosques built in the traditions of 
ancient pre-Muslim and Muslim architecture. They 
were one-two-story and with upper galleries. There 
were about 170 large and small madrasahs in the 
city, in which they received Muslim education and 
taught up to 10 thousand teachers, subdivided into 
categories: mullobachi (novice teachers), mudarris 
(experienced teachers), imams (higher spiritual 
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ministers) and ulema - scientists. lawyers who had 
the right to issue an opinion (fatwa) on any actions 
of the ruler of the country. 
 
Bukhara was considered the center of 
enlightenment throughout Central Asia. Students 
from Khiva, Kokand, Samarkand, Kazan, Orenburg 
and other cities of the Muslim world came here to 
study theological sciences. Samarkand has lost its 
former significance as a center of science and 
culture. Mosques and madrasahs here fell into 
decay. Educational institutions were of two types: 
primary school - maktab and higher - madrasah. 
In maktabs, which were usually at mosques, the 
teachers were imams. Here they taught to read the 
Koran. In special schools - korikhona - students 
memorized the Koran and received the title of kori - 
the reader of the Koran. 
 
During their studies at the madrasah, they studied 
Arabic literacy and writing, the interpretation of the 
Koran, and by the middle of the 19th century. the 
lists of students in the Bukhara madrasah 
numbered from 9 to 10 thousand people. 
Madrasahs and mosques were economically 
independent, they had huge vakuf possessions, the 
income from which reached 5 million tanga. Some 
of them were used to pay teachers and scholarships 
for students. These expenses were controlled by 
one of the mudarris. Teachers who passed the 
annual exam at the madrasah received a special 
lifetime monetary scholarship - dakhyak. 
 
Despite the difficult economic situation of the 
population, Bukhara remained the center of 
knowledge and arts. The outstanding Uzbek poet 
and thinker Ahmad Donish (1827-1897), a writer, 
philosopher and educator, lived and worked in 
Bukhara. He was born in Karshi and lived in 
Bukhara. In 1857, with the embassy of the Emir of 
Bukhara, Nasrullah visited Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. Traveled through the cities of Russia. 

Ahmad Donish was the spokesman for the 
progressive ideas of the time. His works were 
directed against the established order. Ahmad 
Donish was one of the most significant personalities 
in Central Asia of this period. He was a versatile 
talented person - a doctor, poet, musician, artist, 
astronomer, scientist and calligrapher. Ahmad 
Donish is the founder of the educational movement. 
As a historian, he clearly saw the insoluble social 
issues of his time and actively intervened in the 
political affairs of the country. In his works "Risola" 
("Treatise") and "A Brief History of the Mangyt 
Emirs of Bukhara" he subjects the history of the 
reign of the Mangyt emirs of Bukhara to sharp and 
merciless satire. A number of important data 
contained in his works illuminate many historical 
events in a new way. A. Donish opposes the 
unlimited power of the monarch, proposing to 
create a state council. In the "Treatise", the main 
attention is paid to the events of the reign of Emir 
Muzaffar (1860-1885) and the beginning of the 
reign of Emir Abdullakhan (1885-1910), i.e. events 
that unfolded in front of the author himself and 
which he witnessed. Much attention is paid to the 
military offensive of tsarism in Central Asia, the 
conquest of Jizzakh and Samarkand. Ahmad Donish 
boldly spoke out with new political convictions, 
breaking the old traditions of official history, and 
laid the foundations for a new progressive direction 
in the social thought of his time. Ahmad Donish saw 
the main force of the country's progressive 
movement in the education of the people. He 
criticized the rule of the Bukhara emir, the idle life 
of the wealthy and the highest clergy. Every person, 
A. Donish said, must work and live on the means 
received from his own labor. He called for learning 
and mastering knowledge. 
 

CONCLUSION 

 
Thus, in Bukhara in the second half of the XIX - early 
XX centuries. a special cultural life was formed, 
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which had a progressive democratic direction. 
National traditions, created by many generations of 
talented craftsmen, were preserved and creatively 
developed. 
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